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STUDY XVIII.— SPECIAL TOPICS CONNECTED WITH 2 SAM. i3-«4. 

Remarks : i. Make every possible effort to bring yourself into sympathy with the 
times you are studying ; your success as a student of history will depend 
on this. 

2. Do not forget that the books under consideration were written primarily to 
teach not history, but rather religious truth. If you study them, therefore, 
simply for the history which they furnish, you will be disappointed. Keep 
in mind that the writer had always a religious end in view. 

First Step : Jiisumi of 2 Sam. 13-24. 

Make for yourself in a form similar to that employed in Study XVII a r^sum^ of 
the second part of 2 Samuel. 

Second Step : Various Characters. 

1. Absalom: Re-examine the material relating to Absalom and consider (i) the 

peculiar traits of his character ; (2) how far the leading events of his life 
were the result of the provocation of Amnon's unpunished offence ; (3) how 
far they were the result of the unwise and wavering policy of David in the 
treatment of his son ; (4) how far they were the result of unfortunate and 
evil tendencies of disposition. 

2. Ahithophel : Re-examine the material bearing upon his case and (i) formulate 

a statement which will describe his pride, ambition, and the circumstances 
of his death ; (2) draw a parallel between his treachery and suicide, and 
those of Judas. 

3. Mephibosheth and Ziba : Get the facts once more in mind and explain (i) the 

kindly attitude of David toward the former ; was it altogether because of 
good feeling? and (2) the decision of David in reference to the land of 
Mephibosheth (19: 24-30); was Mephibosheth, after all, perhaps, a traitor? 

4. Nathan : Gather together the material relating to him, and note (i) his courage, 

devotion, wisdom ; (2) his relations to David at the time of David's sin 
(2 Sam. 12) ; (3) when he proposes to build a house for the Lord (2 Sam. 7) ; 
(4) anticipating somewhat the narrative, when Solomon is proclaimed king 
(I Kgs. I). 

Third Step : Tribal fealousies ; Pentateuchal Comparisons. 

1. Tribal Jealousies : (i) Read Judg. 8 : i, and note the fact and occasion of 

Ephraim's jealousy ; (2) Read Judg. 12 : I seq., and note another case of 
tribal jealousy; (3) Read 2 Sam. 15 : 10, and explain why Absalom goes to 
Hebron ; the attitude of Hebron to Jerusalem after the removal of the cap> 
ital from the former place to the latter; (4) Read 2 Sam. 19:11-15, and 
note the jealousy of Judah ; (5) Read 2 Sam. 19 : 41-43, and note the quarrel 
between Judah and Israel in reference to the bringing back of the king ; 
(6) Read ch. 20 : 1, 2, and note Sheba's effort to restore the sovereignty to 
Benjamin ; (7) Trace the influence of these jealousies in the later history of 
Israel. 

2. Comparison with Pentateuchal Passa^^es : Compare and study the results 

of the comparison of (i) 2 Sam. 6 : 2 with Leviticus 24 : 16 ; Deut. 28 : 10 ; 
(2) 2 Sam. 14 : 7 with Num. 35 : 19 ; Deut. 19 : 12, 13 ; (3) 2 Sam. 18 : 17 
with Deut. 21 : 20, 21 ; (4) 2 Sam. 19 : 21 with Exod. 22 : 28. 
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Fourth Step : SauFs Sons ; Numbering of the People. 

1. The Execution of Saul's Sons :* Study 2 Sam. 20, 21, and (i) consider the 

date of this event in view of the fact that it must have occurred (a) after 
David became acquainted with Mephibosheth (ch. 9 : i seq.), but (b) in view 
of chs. 16 : 7, 8 ; 19 : 28, before Absalom's rebellion ; (2) Explain how the 
nation should be suffering famine because of the sins of Saul committed 
years before ; (3) Explain why Saul's sons, who are not accessory to their 
father's crime, should be put to death in order to atone for that crime ; {4) 
Explain why this incident is not related in i Chronicles ; (5) Consider 
whether the execution of Saul's sons would establish David more firmly 
upon the throne. 

2. Numbering of the People : (i) Study 2 Sam. 24 ;t (2) Read the parallel 

account in i Chron. 21 : 1-27 ; (3) Divide the passage into four divisions, 
viz : vs. 1-9, 10-14, 15-17. 18-25 ; (4) Master thoroughly the details of the 
case ; (5) Consider whether there was any sin in the taking of the census 
(compare Exod. 30 : 12-14) ; (6) If not in the taking of the census, in what 
did it consist? (7) What is the evidence for the view that a military arma- 
ment was intended with a view to foreign conquests ? (8) Explain why 
so many people should have been punished for a sin committed by one 
man ; (9) Why did " David's heart smite him " ? (9) Consider the passage 
in its relation to the topography of Jerusalem. 

Fifth Step : David's Thanksgiving ; His Last Words. 

1. David's Psalm of Thanksgiving (ch. 22) :% Consider (i) the circumstances 

under which the psalm was written (v. i) ; (2) The introductions to similar 
songs (Exod. 15:1; Deut. 31 : 30) ; (3) The general relation of the chapter 
to Psalm 18 ; (4) the many small variations between the two chapters ; (5) 
The question whether the psalm or the chapter in Samuel is the original ; 
(6) The inferences to be drawn from all this concerning the text ; (7) The 
thought of the various sections, viz : vs. 2-4, 5-7, 8-16, 17-21, 22-25, 26-28, 
29-31. 32-37, 38-43. 44-46, 47-51 ; (8) The relation of the contents to the 
circumstances under which the psalm arose. 

2. David's Last Words (2 Sam. 23 : 1-7) : (i) Take up each verse, and try to 

indicate its thought ; (2) Put the whole into a connected statement which 
shall include the essential thought ; (3) Formulate the prophetic element 
in the passage ; (4) Compare this with the thought of 2 Sam. 7 ; (5) Com- 
pare also Micah 5 :2 ; Ps. 72:1-3; Isa. II : 1-5 ; Zech. 9:9; Jer. 23:5; 
33 : 15 ; Ps. 72 : 6 ; Mai. 4:2. 



STUDY XIX.— DAVID AND HIS REIGN. 

Remarks: I. It now remains, before leaving the period of David, to group 
together the material as it is connected with the great character of the times, 
David. 

2. In this work, much help may be gained from reading the articles on David, in 
Encyclopedias and Bible Dictionaries and from monographs like David, 
King of Israel (Harper and Brothers) by Wm. M. Taylor ; The Life of 
David (MacMillan) by Alex. Maclaren. 

* Cf. especially Kirkpatrick's 2 Samuel, pp. 234, 235. 

+ Kirkpatrick's 2 Samuel, p. 238. X Kirkpatrick's 2 Samuel, p. 23s seq. 



